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Transcript	  	  

                                   
 Changing attitudes 

Hello, do you live in the UK? And, if you do, have you noticed many differences between your 
country and the UK? The weather is one thing that people normally mention as a big 
difference but I think there are deeper differences. Have you noticed any differences between 
the law in the UK and your country and social customs? Because there are differences from 
country to country and from time to time. 

For example when I was a child we didn't have to wear seat belts when we drove in a car. 
We used to kneel up on the back seat and wave to the car behind, something that would be 
unthinkable nowadays and definitely against the law. 

Also when I was younger attitudes to drinking and driving were quite different. It wasn't 
allowed to drink and drive a car; it was against the law but people didn't really consider it to 
be a serious crime as they do nowadays. 

Another difference was behaviour at school. When I was at school if a teacher entered the 
room we all had to immediately stand up straight to show respect, but I don't think there's any 
of that any more. 

As well, when we were children we all had Sunday clothes, "Sunday Best" and when we went 
to church we had to dress very smartly. These days I don't think many people go to church 
and if they do, jeans are certainly all right. In fact I think as a country we dress quite casually. 
You can see people wearing jeans in the theatre, even at the opera. But it's only in ... up to 
the mid nineteen sixties when women weren't allowed to go into smart restaurants wearing 
trousers, you won't find that any more. In fact, I think there's just the Ritz restaurant in 
London that still has a dress code and that's for men, not women. Men still have to wear 
jackets and ties to go to the Ritz. But on the whole things have changed quite a lot since I 
was young. 

Have you noticed any differences between social rules and laws from your country to the 
UK? If you have, would you like to write and tell us about them? 

 


