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Driving in the U.K.  
 
Overview 
 
These resources are aimed at supporting learners who want to develop their language, 
knowledge and understanding of driving in the U.K. There are four resources. Each resource 
is aimed at supporting learners at a different level of English. 
 
Level 
 

• Driving in the U.K. - Driving documents 1. E1 /Access 2 in Scotland/A1 on CEFR 
Framework 

• Driving in the U.K. - Driving documents 2. E2 (Access 3 in Scotland)/A2 on CEFR 
Framework 

• Learning to Drive.  E2 (Access 3 in Scotland) A2 on CEFR Framework 
• Driving in the U.K. - Court reports. E3/L1 (Intermediate Level 1 in Scotland) B1 on 

CEFR Framework 
 

 
Learning hours and delivery context 
Timings are flexible and teachers can break down the units into smaller chunks of learning 
and build in differentiation, revision and extension activities as required.  The resource is 
suitable for community ESOL and ESOL delivered in adult learning or FE.  Additionally, the 
teacher notes provide suggestions on how practitioners can develop further linked learning. 
 
Teachers’ notes 
 
Driving Documents 1.  
 
This resource consists of a short reading followed by a comprehension exercise and two 
grammar exercises. The exercises can be completed on line or a paper version can be 
downloaded and completed in class. 
 
Time: approximately 45 minutes 
 
Aims: To teach learners about the documents that they need to drive in the U.K. 
 To practise reading information about driving documents. 
 To support learners to make sentences using must and mustn’t. 
 To practise using a/an. 
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Objectives 
By the end of this session, all learners will be able to: 

• Identify which documents are needed to drive in the U.K. 
• Explain the purpose of the documents. 
• Use must and mustn’t when talking about driving documents. 
• Use the correct form a/an in sentences about driving. 

 
Preparation: 
You will need: 

• Access to computers or paper copies of the worksheets. 
• A sample of a driving document such as a driving licence. 
• Enlarged pictures of the four driving documents. 
• Cut up sentences about the four documents for reading activity. 
• Pictures of road signs. Available at: 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/prod_consum_dg/groups/dg_digitalassets/@dg/@en/@mot
or/documents/digitalasset/dg_191955.pdf 
 

Suggested Procedure. 
 
Pre- reading task.   

• Elicit student’s knowledge of the topic by asking these questions. 
Can anyone in the class drive a car?  Do you drive in the U.K.?  Does anybody own 
a car? 

• Show the learners a sample of a driving document such as a driving licence. Ask the 
learners if they know what the document is and why we need the document. Ask the 
learners if they know of any other documents that we need to drive in the U.K. 

 
Reading about driving documents. 
 
On the first page of the worksheets are pictures of the four key driving documents required 
to drive in the U.K. 
If you have access to computers or IWB show these pictures to the learners. Alternatively 
use enlarged pictures of the documents.  
Point to each picture and read the name of the document. Ask the class to repeat the words 
back chorally. 
 
To check pronunciation and word stress point to each of the documents in turn and ask 
more confident learners ‘What is this?’ Elicit the response  - ‘It’s a...’ 
Set up the learners to work in pairs. Ask them to take it in turns to ask, ‘What is this?’ and 
answer. ‘It’s a...’ 
 
Underneath the pictures there are four bullet points to describe each document. Without 
giving the worksheet to the learners, read the first sentence out to the class. Check  
comprehension by asking which document you are describing. Read the sentences again 
and ask the learners to count how many words they can hear. 
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Divide the class into three groups. Give each group one of the remaining descriptions. Ask 
each group to read their definition aloud and chorally. Ask the learners in the other groups to 
identify the document being described. Ask the group to read the sentence again. This time 
ask the other students to listen and count how many words they can hear. 
 
Give the learners the worksheet containing all the definitions. Read the first definition aloud 
and ask the learners to follow the words with their fingers as you read. Nominate a confident 
learner from each group to read their definitions while the other learners continue to follow 
the words. Ask them to check the number of words they are reading and ask if it was the 
same as the number of words they heard.  
 
If learners need further practise they could then work in pairs reading and listening to the 
definitions. 
 
If learners need further information about driving in the U.K. and particularly if they are 
unsure whether their driving licence is valid, there is a lot of information on the directgov 
website shown in the link on the worksheet.  The language is too difficult for learners of this 
level and they will need help from a friend or relative to explore this further. 

 
Activities 1 & 2.  Label the picture and write the correct letter next to the picture. 
 
These activities check the learners understanding of the reading task. Learners can work in 
pairs or individually. Ask the learners to look at the pictures of the driving documents and 
write the name of the document in the box below the picture.  
 
For activity 2 you may like to ask a confident learner to read the example and ask the class 
to identify which document is being described prior to the learners completing the task 
individually or in pairs. 
 
Learners could swap their worksheets and check each others’ work.  
 
 
Activity 3.  Must or mustn’t. 
 
In this activity learners practise using must and mustn’t to talk about driving documents. To 
introduce this topic you may like to look at familiar road signs such as the stop sign or the no 
entry sign. 
 
Show the class the picture of the stop sign and ask the learners what it means. Elicit the 
sentence  - ‘You must stop.’  Show the class the no entry sign and elicit the sentence ’You 
mustn’t go this way.’  If necessary you could repeat this with the no right/left turn sign 
eliciting the sentences – ‘You must turn left.’ and ‘You mustn’t turn right.’ 
 
Explain to the class that we use must/mustn’t to talk about rules. Ask the learners if they can 
think of any rules used in the classroom. Possible answers could be – you mustn’t use your 
mobile phone, you must do your homework etc.  
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Direct the learners to look at activity 3. Read the first example to the class. Ask the learners 
to repeat the sentence chorally.  Repeat this with the second example. 
 
Ask the learners to work individually or in pairs to fill the gaps in the sentences in activity 3 
with must or mustn’t. 
	  
Differentiation: For less confident learners go over each question orally as a class before 
completing the task individually. 
 
Activity 4. A or an. 
 
In this exercise learners can practise using the correct form ‘a/an’ in a driving context.  
 
To introduce the activity look at the picture of the driving licence from the reading exercise 
and ask what is this? Write a driving licence on the board and underline ‘a’. Repeat this for 
the insurance certificate and underline ‘an’. 
 
Elicit the correct use of ‘a’ and ‘an’ from the learners and write the 5 vowels on the board. 
 
'MOT' can be used to show learners how 'an' is used with abbreviations starting with A E F H 
I L M N O R S X since the letters sound like they start with a vowel e.g. ‘m’ sounds like ‘em’.   
 
Ask the learners to work in pairs and take turns to read the nouns in activity 4.  Ask them to 
decide whether we use ‘a’ or ‘an’ and write the correct form next to the word.  
	  


