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We	  live	  in	  the	  UK	  -‐	  Lesson	  plan	  	  

We live in the UK  
 
Topic: The UK   
Level:  SfL Entry 1 / SQA Access 2 / CEFR A1 
Time:  90 minutes  
 
Aims  

• To develop learners’ ability to listen for gist and detail  
• To practise using the present simple of ‘live’, with correct subject-verb agreement  
• To learn and spell nationalities using the suffix –ish, -sh and -ian  
• To expand learners’ vocabulary (castle, mountain, beach) 
• To develop learners’ visual literacy. 

 
Introduction 
This lesson is based on a video called ‘My friends in the UK’ about an English man named 
Dave and his friends who live around the UK.  Learners answer questions based on the 
video, practising their comprehension and developing their visual literacy.  They use the 
context to learn the four countries of the UK and how to spell six nationalities. You may also 
use the extension activity in this lesson as a springboard for building learners’ knowledge of 
capital cities.  
 
You will need: 
• Access to an Interactive Whiteboard, a computer with a keyboard, mouse and data 

projector, or individual computers  
• Worksheet 1: Understanding the video (one per learner) 
• Worksheet 2: Countries in the UK (one per learner) 
• Worksheet 3: What do they do together? (cut each sheet in half and give one half to 

each learner)  
• Worksheet 4: Grammar – live or lives (cut each sheet in three and give one third to 

each learner)  
• Worksheet 5: Nationality (one per learner)  
• Worksheet 6: Spelling countries and nationalities (one per learner) 
• Worksheet 7: Cities in the UK (cut out the eight tables and give one to each learner) 
• Scissors and glue sticks if available  
 
Procedure 
Warmer - The UK (5 mins) 

• Write ‘The UK’ on the board and ask learners what it means (the United Kingdom). 
• Show the map of the UK on the cover slide of the online module and ask learners 

where they are in the UK at the moment.  For example, if they are in Leeds, can they 
locate Leeds on the map?  

• See which learner can get closest and then show them the correct location.  
• Read through the Aims of the module with the class.  
• Show the next slide to introduce the character Dave and read the speech bubble.  
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Task 1 – Watching the video ‘My friends in the UK’ (20 mins)  
• Tell learners they are going to watch a video that lasts for about two minutes.  
• Ask learners to listen for the names of Dave’s friends and where they live in the UK.  
• Play the video.  
• Hand out a copy of Worksheet 1 to each learner. 
• In pairs, ask learners to work through the questions about the video. 
• Review the answers by working through Questions 1 to 8 of the module.  
• Invite a different pair to answer each question on the board. 
 

Differentiation  
• Pair weaker learners with stronger partners to provide support with reading and 

writing.  
• Ask early finishers to correct the false statements on Worksheet 1  

o Dave is learning to speak Polish. (Welsh) 
o Next year, they are going to meet in Scotland. (Poland or India) 

• Play the video again if necessary, perhaps pausing the video in appropriate places to 
check understanding.   

 
Task 2 – Geography: countries (10 mins)  

• Hand out Worksheet 2 – a map of the UK. 
• If you have scissors for your learners, tell them to cut out the countries and stick them 

on the map.  Alternatively, learners can write the countries onto the map. 
• Use Questions 9 – 12 of the module to check the answers. 
• Invite individual learners to click the hotspot.  

 
Task 3 – What do they do? (15 mins) 

• Show Question 13 and elicit the words for each picture (castles, mountains, beach, 
football).  

• Drill pronunciation of the words as a class, in sections of the class and with individuals.  
• Give out Worksheet 3.  
• Ask learners to write the missing word and country in each sentence.  
• Use Questions 13 and 14 to review the answers.   

 
Differentiation 

• For emerging writers, use this activity to practise copying the countries from 
Worksheet 2 into the sentences.  

• For stronger spellers, ask them to write the countries without looking at Worksheet 2.  
 

Extension  
• Ask learners if they like doing the activities in Worksheet 3; for example, ‘do you like 

going to the beach?’ Get the learners to ask the same questions to you and others in 
the class.  

 
Task 4 – Grammar (15 mins)  

• Present the different forms of the word live. 
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• Read and drill each sentence with the class and with individuals.  
• Drill correct pronunciation of ‘live’ and ‘lives’.  
• Hand out Worksheet 4 for learners to write the correct form of the verb next to the 

subject and then about each character (‘Robert and Nora…’).   
• Use Questions 15 and 16 to review understanding. 

 
Differentiation 

• If the grammar is new to your learners, take time to explain each subject (I, you, he 
etc) using examples from the group.  

 
Extension  

• For further practise, elicit sentences about members of the class; for example, ‘Martin 
lives in Bradford’, ‘Hamida and Hassan live in Bradford’.   
 

Task 5 – Nationality (20 mins)  
• Tell learners that they will watch the video again and to listen for where the people 

come from. Elicit that this is where they were born and how it is different to saying 
where we live.  

• Play the video again without pausing it. 
• Show Question 18 and read the options with the class (correct answer: English).  
• Elicit the meaning of nationality (where you were born or what passport you have). 
• Hand out Worksheet 5 and give about five minutes learners to work through the first 

two exercises. 
• Use the table at the bottom of Worksheet 5 to demonstrate the Look, Say, Cover, 

Write, Check method of spelling practice.  Give time for learners to learn the spellings.  
 
Differentiation 

• Ask early finishers if we use capital letters for countries and nationalities.  Explain that 
we always do this in English just as we use a capital for our personal names.  

• For less confident writers, give more time and support during spelling practice.   
 
Cooler – What’s your nationality? (5 mins) 

• Find out how many different nationalities there are in the class.   
• Display https://maps.google.co.uk/ .  Zoom out to show as much of the world as 

possible and then invite learners to say where they are from and zoom in on their 
cities. 

• Put learners into pairs and ask them to make sentences about each other; for 
example, ‘Vandana comes from India.  She is Indian.  She lives in Bradford.’  

 
Homework 

• Hand out Worksheet 6 and ask learners to practise the spellings of the six countries 
and six nationalities. They could also add their country and nationality to the list.  

• Encourage learners to work through the online module individually, at home or in a 
library.   
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Extension: Capital cities   
If you want to use spend more time increasing learners’ knowledge of basic UK geography, 
you may wish to use this extension activity along with Worksheet 7. 
 

• Ask learners, ‘what is the capital city of England?’   
• Hand out Worksheet 7 (cut out the eight boxes before the lesson so that each learner 

has the seven cities each and a blank square). 
• Tell learners to cut out each city and stick them on to the map in Worksheet 2 
• See if learners can do it without watching the video.  
• Play the video for learners to check.  
• Write on the blank square the city or town where the learners live. 

 


