Effective reading skills are
essential for ESOL learners
to achieve in their Skills for
Life (SfL) exams, to
progress to further courses
and for everyday life but it
appears Hull College
students are reluctant to
read extensively outside
the classroom, where texts
are focused on exam tasks.

» What support do students
need to develop a reading
habit and reading skills?

» Do Reading Circles (RC)
provide the support
needed?

9 L1 ESOL students from
2012/13 made up the
research group to identify:
« barriers to extensive
reading and to developin
the skills required to mee
the L1 Standards for Adult
Literacy tested in SfL
exams:

« their self-assessment of
pre-existing ability.

They took a self-
asséssment and an initial
assessment (IIA) at the
beginning of the RC, and
anather Self-assessment
and a formative
assessment (FA) at the end
of 6 RC sessions. All
assessments were marked
against the L1 Standards
for Adult Literacy tested in
SfL exams. The results are
shown in the Self- ]
Assessment and Reading
Assessment Charts
opposite. The Standards
are detailed overleaf.

The findings and
recommendations are
drawn from student
feedback & assessment
results.
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» Ways of reading: Text,
Word, Sentence and
Cultural/Human levels.
« Self-confidence
increased for all Standards.
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completed

Outcomes

(M. Furr, 2004 & 2009)
1. Teacher selected texts — Furr. M, Ed. (2007) Bookworms Club Gold: Stories
for Reading Circles, Oxford: OUP
2. Small reading group — 9 students in one RC group
3. Group read the same text — one story each week for 6 weeks
4. Individual reading roles — Students read from 6 different perspectives:
Discussion Leader, Summarizer, Connector, Word Master, Passage Person &
Culture Collector
5. Students made notes to aid discussion — used RC role sheets and
reading diaries
6. Weekly group meetings — set day & time for one hour discussion
7. Student-led discussion topics — open conversations about the text and
related topics of personal interest
8. Teacher as facilitator only — Students guided the discussions & allocation
of RC roles
9. Evaluation: self-reflection, peer evaluation & teacher observation — RC
diaries; questions literal & higher & Prompts reminder, scaffolded & example (S. Clarke, 2001)
10. A spirit of fun — RC is not meant to be serious: Informal talk

Student Self-Assessment

@ Pre-Reading Circle B Post Reading Circle

RC stimulates process activates the ‘drive to speak’ by:

< promoting oracy & story telling practice

« engaging with texts by escaping safely into other worlds / experiences and
« enabling readers to explore personal experiences in an impersonal way

This supports skills development by:

« providing an atmosphere of peer acceptance and support

« peer discussion & questioning to ‘close the gap’ in language & life knowledge
« developing learner autonomy / self-evaluation

« exposing readers to the shape and feel of language before independent use
« Interest, engagement and conversation

Carter, D. (2000) Teaching Fiction in the Primary School, David Fulton: London

Clarke, S. (2001) Unlocking Formative Assessment, Hodder Education: London

Coffield, F. (2009) All You Ever Wanted To Know About Learning And Teaching But Were Too
Cool To Ask, LSN: London

Duncan, S. (2012) The personal made impersonal and the impersonal made personal, British
Council: London

Furr, M. (2004) Literature Circles for the EFL Classroom, Dubai: TESOL Arabia

Furr, M. ed. (2009), Reading Circles Teacher’s Handbook, 2nd ed, Oxford, OUP.

Ability Codes:
5 — 1 can do this unaided

« A wide range of texts is required to maintain readers’ interest.
« Students should agree the texts they read with the teacher.

« Students should have individual copies of the texts.

* RC works best with small groups.

« On-going extensive reading & discussion programme.

« Findings & RC intervention method fedback to ESOL staff for use in class.
« A tutorial session has been written to introduce RC to students.

< Readers in the library have been re-arranged by level.

* RC to be included in 2013/14 Schemes of Work for E3 — L2 ESOL courses.

The project followed BERA guidelines and
focused on the student view of reading and what students and teachers could
learn from this. Findings will be shared with the research students, across the
ESOL team, college departments and via LSIS conference & website.

This was a small-scale project with a
sample drawn from one 6 hour a week L1 ESOL class. The time-scale of the
project limited the range and number of texts read. The frequency and type of
standards tested in the sample SfL exams used for IA & FA vary, so an exact
comparison of achievement is not possible.
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Eey and Basic Skills Specification References
Standards for Adult Literacy Level 1

Kay Sklli= | Baslc Skills
Referance | Refersnce

1.1 ALIR Raadlng

11. AL1Ra [ trace and understand the main events of
continuous descriptive, explanatory and
persuasive 1=xis

11. ALIRb [  recognise how language and other textual

faatures are usad 10 achleve different purposes,
&g to INnstruct, expialn, descibe, persusoe

1.1, ALTRG # ldendty the maln podrs and spesfic detal, and
Inf2r meaning from images which s nat explidt
In the text

1.1. ALIRd |+ use organisabonal and struciural Teatures to

locate Infonmation, 2g Contents, MJex, manus,
subhesdings, paragaohs

12 AlL1W Ungderstanding writing techniguss

12, AL1Wd # usa language suliabie for purposs and audiencs

12. AL1We * us2 fomat and stnuchure for giferent purposss

13 Proal Raading

1.3 ALTWd # LS |anguage sufisble Tor purposs and audlence

1.3. AL # Wri2 In compiete samiences

13. AL1%Wg * Use comect grammar ey sutyeci-van
agreement, comed use of fense

13. ALTWR [«  punctuate sentences comectly and use
punchuation 50 Tat meaning |5 cear

1.3. ALTW «  spal comecly worts used mos? often In work,
shugles and dally Iifa

1.3. AL »  prodf-nead and revise weiting fior accuracy and
meaning

OCR, Key and Basic Skills Specification References, www. http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf [Accessed 6 December 2012]



http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/71905-topic-references-for-key-and-basic-skills-tests.pdf

